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constitution, the chauvinistic and empty character of
their domestic policy continued later to furnish to all
those who had ambitions to fulfill the pretext which they
needed to justify their attacks.

After the insurrection of 1909 was suppressed, and
the sultan Abdul Hamid was replaced on the throne by
his younger brother, the Young Turk Party, which had
in the meantime JDeen reinforced by the liberals who had
been working abroad for the same cause, felt itself for
the first time in an undisputed position. They delib-
erately took in hand government affairs, but the period
of administration was far from being a happy one for
Turkey. The new oligarchy which thereafter presided,
in the name of the party of "Union and Progress/' soon
discovered the discouraging difficulties of the parlia-
mentary system, sincerely applied. Lacking the neces-
sary breadth of view to impress everybody with the con-
sistent justice and the benefits of an impartial liberal
administration, they thought to avoid the danger by cre-
ating for themselves a blind and factitious parliamentary
majority.

By this very act they condemned themselves. The
parliamentary parody, which was to mask the act of
absolutism, could end only in failure. Disappointments
such as the Albanian, Bulgarian, Arabian and Armenian
troubles at home, and the successive wars abroad begin-
ning with 1911, followed in seemingly quick succession.

During the short intervals when the party of Union
and Progress was replaced by the opposition party,
there were no evidences of a better administration.
Political passions were unchained, but the system of gov-
ernment remained the same, viz., absolutism disguised as
parliamentary rule. Even under this masked form, the
direction of affairs becoming at times too difficult gov-
ernment officials dissolved one parliament after another
only to order new elections more to their likings.